
A C H I E V I N G  A C A D E M I C  E X C E L L E N C E



Set in beautiful English countryside, Concord College 
is an international co-educational boarding and day 
college providing an exceptional education for 13-19 
year-old students.  

Students are prepared for either GCSE/IGCSE or  
A level courses and are expected to achieve the highest 
standards. Our students set themselves demanding goals 
and in this environment, independent thinking and 
intellectual curiosity thrive.     

Whilst academic excellence is our primary objective, 
the atmosphere here is friendly and supportive; there 
is a strong sense of community and students from all 
over the world quickly and happily settle into their new 
environment.   

Our pursuit of excellence extends to the provision of 
resourc  es and it comes as no surprise that, supported 
by excellent teaching, superb facilities and abundant 
opportunity, Concord students consistently excel.  

WELCOME TO
CONCORD COLLEGE

Visit us online at: www.concordcollegeuk.com



A MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Concord College is a very exciting place to be a young person. The beauty and tranquility 
of its stunning campus in the English countryside provide a perfect backdrop for an 
international community of like-minded people to study and to grow. Our community 
shares a culture of excellence and joyful learning infused throughout with the rigour, 
kindness and creativity that are expressed in our aims and reflected in our efforts every 
single day.

Our academic standards are unashamedly high: Concord students love to learn and are 
ambitious for their futures. Here they are able to pursue their dreams in a safe, calm and 
supportive place where ideas can be shared and where inquisitiveness and independence 
of thought are celebrated. Our students’ hard work is rewarded with outstanding GCSE 
and A Level results, and Concord is annually ranked very highly in UK school league tables. 
More importantly, however, Concordians go on from here equipped to thrive at the best 
universities in the UK and around the world.

Excellent results give our students the ability to continue to access the very best 
opportunities when they move on to the next stage of their lives, but results alone are 
not what sets Concord apart. Concordians live and learn in a diverse, vibrant and truly 
international community supported by outstanding academic and pastoral staff. They have 
daily opportunities through our extensive co-curricular, sporting, arts, social and cultural 
programmes to develop hugely important skills in communication, teamwork and social 
responsibility. The result of this is that Concordians are overwhelmingly confident, 
empathetic, respectful and tolerant. Most importantly of all, it means they are happy: 
you will find many smiling faces here.

Children make friends for life at Concord, and join a very active and mutually supportive 
global community of alumni that stretches across generations: they are Concordians for 
life. I am delighted to welcome you to Concord. Please do come and visit, talk to our 
inspirational students and get a feel for the wonderful, creative and uniquely joyful 
place this is.

Dr Michael Truss MPhys Hons. (Oxon.) FRAS  



Academic progress is at the heart of everyday life at 
Concord. Our overall aim is to provide a curriculum 
that is demanding and challenging and that can give 
Concord students the skills and qualifications required 
for access to top universities in the UK and beyond.

Students are encouraged to explore their potential 
inside and outside the classroom environment with the 
aim of becoming active and, ultimately, independent 
learners. With our regular regime of testing, by taking 
opportunities to enter academic competitions and by 
playing a role in the many academic societies at the 
college, students are able to develop into mature and 
creative learners.

Top grades in public examinations are the most 
measurable outcome of this academic environment and 
enable Concord students to enter competitive courses at 
university. Less tangibly, but just as importantly, we hope 
that Concordians will develop a lifelong love of learning 
to carry them through their adulthood.

 

ACADEMIC LIFE

Visit us online at: www.concordcollegeuk.com



Students who enter the Lower School at 13+ soon 
become an important part of the whole Concord 
community. They are joining a vibrant mix of 
boarding and day students and are welcomed 
and supported by the Head of Lower School, their 
Head of Year and a highly professional pastoral 
team who help them to settle quickly.

In this lively and productive atmosphere the 
youngest of our community embark on a 
structured and well established programme 
that combines academic rigour with a varied 
programme of extra-curricular activity.  Form 3  
has a very broad curriculum and is a foundation 
year before moving on to GCSE and IGCSE 
courses in Form 4. It is extremely useful not only 
to learn new study habits and skills but also to 
make new friends before public examination 
courses start the following year.  

LOWER SCHOOL
1 3 +  E N T R Y
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Entering the college at 14+ students embark on 
a two year programme leading to GCSE and 
IGCSE examinations. Students study a core of 
subjects and are also able to select a number of 
optional subjects. Students are fully supported 
by their personal tutor, highly qualified subject 
specialists, their Head of Year and the Head of 
Lower School. 

There are strong links between the Lower School 
and the Sixth Form. The younger students benefit 
greatly from witnessing at first hand the strong 
work ethic and high achievements of our senior 
students. Aspirations rise as they see just what is 
possible when dreams combine with hard work 
and determination. 

Development of the whole person continues 
with a dynamic extra-curricular programme that  
is pursued both on and off the campus.  
Inter-house competitions across a range of 
sporting and creative areas provide a regular 
source of entertainment and enrichment.

LOWER SCHOOL
1 4 +  E N T R Y
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The Sixth Form is an exhilarating time of personal 
growth with new freedoms, exciting possibilities and 
high expectations. Academic work is the focus of Sixth 
Form life and our young adults are encouraged to 
take increased responsibility in all areas of their lives, 
to develop an aptitude for self-motivated study and 
cultivate independence of thought. Great emphasis 
is placed on pastoral care and supported by their 
teachers, individual tutor, boarding parents and 
Head of House, students flourish in this caring yet 
challenging environment. 

Higher education is the goal for Sixth Form students at 
Concord. All students are given comprehensive careers 
guidance to enable them to choose the right course at 
university. Here at Concord we take university entry 
very seriously.  We recognise that any small advantage 
can make a big difference as competition for places 
at the best institutions is high. Students are guided 
through the university application process step-by-step 
and can seek advice from their tutor and their Head of 
House as well as from their specialist subject teachers 
and university co-ordinators.  

SIXTH FORM ENTRY
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Day students have a unique experience at 
Concord. Joining such a diverse international 
community is a wonderful opportunity for 
local students to ‘experience the world on their 
doorstep’. Concord’s special blend of nationalities 
and backgrounds gives the chance to make  
friends from around the globe.  

Day students are able to experience the full 
range of activities available at Concord and are 
encouraged to play a full part in the life of the 
college. Flexibility is the key word: day students 
can arrive at Concord at 8 am before breakfast 
and leave at 10 pm after evening activities or 
alternatively attend lessons and leave after 
formal activities have been completed.  Successful 
Concord day students are intelligent, determined 
and open in their attitude towards difference.   

DAY STUDENTS
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Life at Concord College is busy and full. Our students 
are high achieving and they work hard. However, we 
also encourage them to ‘play hard’ in order to help 
them to relax and to discover more about their sense 
of ‘self’. This comes through taking on new challenges, 
developing new talents, making friends and by simply 
having fun. There are a host of pursuits and activities 
available to students on the campus and regular trips 
are organised locally, nationally and internationally.  

We expect our students to behave as responsible 
young adults, they do not wear a uniform and they are 
encouraged to show respect and to be self-disciplined. 
Meals are taken in the dining room where we provide 
a wide range of healthy options and special diets are 
catered for.

Boarders live on campus or close to the campus in the 
village of Acton Burnell or at Acton Pigot. Girls and 
boys have separate accommodation and most have 
individual rooms. Each of the residences is overseen by 
a boarding parent who takes responsibility for student 
welfare and the students quickly feel at home with 
their ‘extended family’.

CONCORD LIFE
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Sport is an important part of life at Concord. Physical fitness 
is crucial to well-being and we provide excellent facilities and 
encourage participation at all levels of ability. Many join in just for 
fun, but we also run a number of successful college teams.  
Our sports halls offer opportunities for badminton, basketball, 
netball, table-tennis, uni-hoc and football. In addition, there are 
squash courts, fitness and weight training gyms and facilities for 
martial arts, fencing and rock climbing. Outdoor sports include 
football, volleyball, tennis and horse riding. The campus also boasts 
a running track and heated indoor swimming pool.  

Outdoor education is an important element of the Concord 
curriculum. All students are expected to take part in regular activities 
both on campus and at centres elsewhere in the UK: the purpose is 
to expand their horizons, encourage self-confidence and develop 
team work. Students have the chance to be involved in canoeing, 
caving, climbing and cycling as well as other interesting challenges. 
During these activities, safety is taken very seriously.

Students also have access to a vast array of oth er clubs and 
societies. These range from debating to charity fundraising and 
from philosophy to the Medics Society.  All of these clubs give 
Concordians the chance to develop interests and explore their 
potential.

SPORTS, SOCIETIES 
A N D  O U T D O O R  E D U C AT I O N
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Creativity and imagination are fostered through the performing 
and visual arts. Our purpose-built theatre provides an 
exceptional venue for students to gain confidence and develop 
presentation skills. 

Music is an important element of most people’s lives and it 
certainly thrives at Concord. The facilities are outstanding.  
As well as a theatre with superb acoustics, there is an orchestra 
room and suite of practice rooms. In addition to curriculum 
music, individual instrumental tuition is available and students 
perform regularly in concerts throughout the year. We are also 
lucky to have performances from well-known touring companies 
at Concord in addition to trips to concerts. The dedicated Art 
School provides opportunities for creative expression. Many 
students study Art at GCSE or A level and a number of students 
each year go on to study Architecture, Fine Art or fashion related 
courses at university. Drama is taught to GCSE and there are 
opportunities to take part in drama workshops and productions. 
The Dance Studio which is professionally equipped with a 
mirror wall and a sprung floor, provides a wonderful space to 
practise ballet, contemporary dance or ballroom.
 

PERFORMING
&  C R E A T I V E  A R T S
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Concord is a truly international community where 
students from around the world work side by side 
and have fun together in an atmosphere of mutual 
encouragement and support. At the heart of this extended 
family our dedicated staff provide a framework of 
guidance, encouraging the students to make new friends 
and take advantage of all the opportunities available here.

The ultimate goal of a Concord education is to develop 
a young person’s skills and talents.  We aim to prepare 
them for the next stage of their lives but also to give them 
the confidence, resilience, self-belief and values that will 
enable them to deal with the challenges of adulthood.

Although Concord does not have a religious foundation, 
we have a strong respect for individual religious beliefs 
and for the belief systems of the world. Through 
assemblies, tutor time, the House system, clubs and 
societies and a wealth of other activities, spiritual 
development is encouraged. The ethos of the college 
places an emphasis on trust, decency and respect for 
others. This is a core message here at Concord and one 
that is evident in the positive day-to-day atmosphere of 
the Concord community.

VALUES AND
C O N F I D E N C E
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LIFE
A F T E R  C O N C O R D
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By the time students leave Concord College they are young adults. The culture of the college 
is designed to develop maturity, personal responsibility and self con dence in readiness for 
the challenges of adult life. Concord has a strong history of students entering top universities, 
including Oxford, Cambridge, the London School of Economics (LSE), University College 
London (UCL), Imperial College London, many other Russell Group universities in the 
UK and university destinations across the world including the USA, Hong Kong, Singapore, 
Australia, New Zealand and in Europe.

Many Concord students excel in higher education and go on to distinguished careers in a 
variety of different  elds. Just as importantly, students form friendships that can last a 
lifetime. Students can bene t from the wide and varied Concord network at university and 
beyond by joining the vibrant Concord alumni community which enables Concordians to 
maintain a lifelong connection with the College.
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