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What is the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)? 

The Project is an exciting new qualification that puts you in control, giving you the chance to 
explore something that really interests you. It’s worth half a GCE/AS Level that will earn you extra 
UCAS points and teach you skills that are valued by universities and employers. Top universities in 
particular recognise the benefits of the EPQ and the opportunities it provides for applicants to 
develop independent study and research skills. 
 

Why should I do a music related EPQ? Is it right for me? 

EPQ Music has no exams, just coursework, so if you’re self-motivated and enjoy working 
independently – whether in a practical way, like designing or performing, or researching, 
investigating and writing - then Project is for you. You can: 
 

• Learn more about something that interests you. 
• Investigate a controversial topic. 
• Expand your knowledge of one of your AS or GCE subjects by linking it to music. 
• Develop valuable research skills that are needed at university and the workplace. 

You should choose to do a Music EPQ because: 

1. You are passionately interested in Music. 
2. It allows you to further explore a music topic that you are enthusiastic about. 
3. It will help you when applying to universities (especially competitive ones) by setting you apart 

from all the other straight A candidates. 
4. It will allow you to explore the connections between music and other study areas such as the 

sciences, humanities, and the arts.   
5. You will have something interesting to talk about in your university interview. You can draw on 

your experience of undertaking the project and specialist knowledge you gained to 
communicate your understanding and interest in your chosen degree discipline. 



What are the available pathways? 

There are four music EPQ pathways available to you: 

P301 - Dissertation with a music focus (6000 words) plus presentation. 
P302 - Investigation with a music focus (5000 words) plus presentation. 
P303 - Music Performance plus 3000 word commentary. 
P304 - Music Artefact/Composition plus 3000 word commentary. 

What areas can I explore upon deciding on doing a music EPQ? 

Students can use a Music Extended Project in order to: 

• Perform in a music recital on their chosen instrument or voice. 
• Link one of their chosen A level subjects to music (i.e. Music and Economics, Music and 

Physics/Mathematics). 
• Compose or produce music using modern production tools and techniques. 
• Build in-depth knowledge and understanding of a musical topic, musician or composer, or of a 

specific style, time period or movement. 
• Design a music product (hardware or software), a music installation, a music app/ programme 

or an instrument. 

Does the topic of my music EPQ have to be related to my other A-level subjects? 

No. However, should you decide to go down the music dissertation or investigation route, it would 
be wise to relate your topic with what you intend on studying at university. It is all about linking 
theory to practice and making connections between music and other fields of study (i.e. 
Maths+Music, Psychology+Music, Computer science+Music, Medicine+Music, Economics+Music 
etc.). By doing so, you will be able to demonstrate your genuine enthusiasm and commitment to 
your chosen area of study, whilst developing the independent research skills needed for 
undergraduate study. 
 
 

Advice on choosing a music EPQ topic: 

• Choose a Music topic which you feel passionate about, or an aspect of a subject you want to 
study in more depth (i.e. Mathematics, Languages, Art or Science) and make a connection with 
Music. 

• The topic must be narrow enough to allow you to focus on one particular aspect. 
• Ask your subject teachers for specific subject related ideas. 

 

 

 



Here are some ideas for a music related EPQ based on the four main available pathways 

P301/302 - A Dissertation or Investigation with a musical focus (5000-6000 words) 

This would involve personal research/investigation on a music topic or one with a music focus 
that aims to link music with other fields of study (i.e. Maths, Art, Science, Econ, Humanities, 
English, etc). When you come to explore possible project ideas, it will work in your favour if 
you choose a research question that allows for a balanced argument of alternative views. For 
example you may want to: 

• Investigate "Music and emotion" or “Why do we paradoxically enjoy listening to sad music?” 
(Music+ Cognitive Psychology+ Philosophy+ Sociology/History+ Neuroscience+ 
Science+Physics)  

• Discuss the links between music and language by providing answers to the question “Is Music 
a language?” (Music + Linguistics + Evolutionary Psychology + Sociology/History) 

• Investigate "The power of music as a marketing tool" (Music+Media+Sociology+ 
Psychology+Business studies)  

• Investigate the “Impact of music piracy on the music industry” 
(Econ/Business+Sociology+Music) 

• Argue the concept of “Free music in a capitalist society” (Econ/Business+Sociology+Music), or 
• Investigate "The role of music/performing arts in international schools" (Education/Cognitive 

Psychology+Sociology+History+Music)  
• Investigate “Music therapy for autistic children” (Medicine+Psychology+Music) 
• Argue that “Music can be damaging for our society” 

(Sociology+Politics+Philosophy+History+Psychology+Business studies+Music) 
• Investigate “The limitations of Fourier’s transform analysis as a method in helping us explain 

our perception of sound” (Physics+Maths+ Biology/Physiology+ Psychology+Music) 
• Argue why "Equal temperament has ruined harmony" (Physics+Maths+ Psychology+Music) 
• Explore the links between Music and Architecture by carrying out  an investigation on 

“Architectural acoustics in enclosed spaces” (Music + Architecture + Physics/Maths) 

The connections with music and other fields of study are literally infinite!  

P303 - Putting on a Performance (solo or ensemble) plus 3000 word commentary. This can be: 

• A live music performance/recital, or music concert or 
• A recording of a performance on CD/DVD  

P304 - Music Artefact/Composition plus 3000 word commentary. 

• Produce a musical recording in the form of a CD or EP album (NB: you don’t have to play the 
music in this but assume the role of the producer/recording engineer). 

• Compose/write a song or arrange a piece of music in a style of your own choice, for 
instruments (acoustic or electronic) and/or voices. 

• Design a music product such as a music program or app (Computer science+ 
Programming+Coding+Art/Design+Music). 

• Design and produce music suitable for a music or concept art installation (Art/Design+Music). 



• Design a musical instrument to an exact specification i.e. "Design and build a 
Fender Telecaster to 1987 specifications." (Art/Design+Physics+Maths+Electronics+ 
Engineering+Music!). 

What will I learn and how will I be marked? 

Once you’ve agreed the title of what you want to study with your teacher, you’ll be given guidance 
to help you develop the skills you need to manage your Project. Whatever Project you chose, you’ll 
be expected to work independently, supported by your teachers. 
 
You’ll learn and be assessed on: 

• How well you manage your work, such as planning your time and choosing what methods to 
use. 

• How you select and use information and resources throughout the Project. 
• The range of skills you develop and use to achieve what you set out to do. 
• How effectively you review your own work. 

 
In other words, it’s not what you produce (i.e. your final performance) but the process you used to 
manage your Project. What you learn and how you perform throughout the time spent on your 
Project all count towards your final grade. The skills you learn to complete your Project will be 
really helpful, whether you want to go into higher education, or get a job. Extended Project earns 
you valuable UCAS points, so if the university offer stipulates the points total you need, rather than 
A level grades, then this extra qualification could help to take you where you really want to be.  

Next step 

Visit the Edexcel website to find out more and to see examples of some of the work other students 
have done (called ‘exemplar material’) www.edexcel.com/Project 



What is the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)? 

Why should I choose Creative Pathways as my EPQ? Is it right for me? 

EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION (EPQ) Level 3= 0.5 GCE (AS Level) 

Examination Board: Edexcel 

Creative Pathways 

 
 

The Project is an exciting qualification that puts you in control of your own learning, by providing 
you with the opportunities to explore something that really interests you. It is worth half a GCE 
(=AS level) and equips you with the kind of skills that are valued by universities and employers. 
EPQ has no exams, just coursework, so if you’re self-motivated and enjoy working independently – 
whether in a practical way (i.e. designing or performing), or researching and investigating - then 
this course is for you. Top universities in particular recognise the benefits of the EPQ and the 
opportunities it provides for applicants to develop independent study and critical learning skills. 

 
 

 

Creativity and innovation, at both individual and group levels, are the driving force behind much of 
the new developments we see in the 21st century. Besides helping to harness the economic 
potential of nations, creative multidisciplinary thinking and innovation are essential for providing 
sustainable solutions to some of the world’s most pressing problems such as poverty 
eradication, the elimination of hunger and social mobility. 

 
You should choose Creative Pathways EPQ because: 

1. You are passionately interested in creative learning and multidisciplinary innovative thinking. 
2. You are interested in creating a product/artefact and gaining further insight into the 

creative    process. 
3. It will help you when applying to universities (especially competitive ones) by setting you 

apart from all other straight A candidates. 
4. You will have something interesting to talk about in your university interview. You can draw 

on your experience of undertaking the project and specialist knowledge you gained to 



What are the available pathways? 

What areas can I explore upon deciding on doing a music EPQ? 

Does the topic of my Creative Pathways EPQ have to be related to my other A-level 
subjects? 

Advice on choosing a Creative Pathways EPQ topic: 

communicate your understanding and interest in your chosen degree or discipline. 
 

 

 
There are three Creative Pathways EPQ available to you: 

 
P302 - Investigation (5000 words) plus presentation. 
P303 - Performance plus 3000 word commentary. 
P304 - Artefact plus 3000 word commentary. 

 

 
Students can use a Creative Pathways EPQ in order to: 

 
• Develop their multidisciplinary thinking skills by exploring the connections between the arts, 

sciences and humanities. 
• Perform, create or design a product (i.e. a prototype) that demonstrates originality, 

innovation and critical thinking. 
• Build in-depth knowledge and understanding of the creative techniques and skills used in a 

particular area. 
 

 

No. However, should you decide to follow the investigation or artefact route, it would be wise to 
relate your topic with what you intend on studying at university. It is all about linking theory to 
practice and making connections between the different fields of study (i.e. Psychology+Education, 
Medicine+Music, Economics+fashion). By doing so, you will be able to demonstrate your genuine 
enthusiasm and commitment to your chosen discipline, whilst developing critical thinking and 
independent research skills needed for undergraduate study. 

 

 

• Choose a topic which you feel passionate about, or an aspect of a subject you want to study in 
more depth (i.e. Mathematics, Music, Econ, Languages, Art or Science) and explore the 
connections with another field of study. 

• The topic must be narrow enough to allow you to focus on one particular aspect. 
• Ask your subject teachers for specific subject related ideas. 

 
 

 
 

Once you’ve agreed the title of what you want to study with your tutor, you’ll be given guidance to 
help you develop the skills you need to manage your Project. Whatever Project you chose, you’ll 
be expected to work independently, supported by your teachers. 

What will I learn and how will I be marked? 



Next step 

 
You’ll be assessed on: 

 
• How well you manage your work, such as planning your time and choosing what methods to 

use. 
• How you select and use information and resources throughout the Project. 
• Your ability to demonstrate creative and critical thinking by generating and developing an 

original idea and keeping track of the creative process. 
• How effectively you review your own work by reflecting on the process and discussing the 

function and impact of your creation. 
 
 

In other words, it’s not just about the final product, but more about the process you used to create it 
and how you manage your Project and the various elements within it. What you learn and the kind 
of skills you develop throughout the time spent on your Project will count towards your final grade. 
The skills you learn will also be helpful whether you want to go into higher education, or get a job. 
Extended Project earns you valuable UCAS points, so if the university offer stipulates the points 
total you need, rather than A level grades, then this extra qualification could help to take you where 
you really want to be. 

 

 
Visit the Edexcel website to find out more and to see examples of some of the work other students 
have done (called ‘exemplar material’) www.edexcel.com/Project 

http://www.edexcel.com/Project

	Music EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION course brief
	Creative Pathways EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION course brief

